				
	WILLIAM HILL



ORIGIN: Exeter, Devonshire
MIGRATION: 1633
FIRST RESIDENCE: Dorchester
REMOVES: Windsor 1638, Fairfield by 1649
OCCUPATION: Merchant.
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: Admission to Dorchester church prior to 5 November 1633 implied by freemanship.
FREEMAN: 5 November 1633 (as "Mr. Will[ia]m Hill") [MBCR 1:368].
EDUCATION: His inventory at Fairfield included "books" valued at £2.
OFFICES: Dorchester selectman, 2 October 1636 [DTR 19].
   Deputy from Windsor to Connecticut General Court, August 1639, September 1639, January 1640, February 1641, September 1641, November 1641, April 1642, August 1642, March 1643, September 1643, April 1644, September 1644 [CT Civil List 26]. Connecticut jury, 2 December 1647 [RPCC 49, 50].
ESTATE: Granted four acres in Dorchester, 5 August 1633 [DTR 2]; received Lot #2, six acres, and/or Lot #14, five acres, in meadow beyond Naponset (both listed as for "Mr. Hill," and only William had that honor at Dorchester in the early 1630s) [DTR 321]; granted "that parcel of ground adjoining to his former lot between it and John Iles," 6 January 1633/4 [DTR 5]; granted nine acres (in place of an earlier grant of twelve acres), 2 November 1635 [DTR 13]; granted two acres marsh, 27 June 1636 [DTR 16]; seven acres added to an earlier grant, and also to hold land about Rocky Hill in common, 5 July 1636 [DTR 18]; granted one lot slightly smaller than eight acres and one lot slightly larger than eight acres in division of 18 March 1637/8 [DTR 30].
   On 20 July 1638 "Mr. Hill merchant of Dorchester" sold to Edward Breck of Dorchester his homelot at the neck (four acres), a hill valued at nine acres (which he had received in place of an earlier grant of twelve acres), eleven acres of meadow (six acres which was granted to him and five acres which was granted to Thomas Marshfield), one acre at the end of Mr. Withington's lot (with the house on it and five acres of stinted commons), eight acres and ten goads in the Cow Pasture (and so on to every five hundred acres), together with common and privileges in land beyond Naponset (eight acres ten goads to every division) and "also his part of the land lately granted by the court unto the said town according to the same proportion" [DTR 34]. William Hill had also earlier sold to William Clark a small lot at the Great Neck and seven acres at Squantum Neck [DTR 37, 43].
   In the Windsor land inventory on 28 October 1640 William Hill held eight parcels: "a parcel of land on the north side of the rivulet in the palisado"; "a garden plot adjoining"; two acres and a half in the Great Meadow, sixteen acres in meadow thereto adjoining; over the Great River in breadth forty rods & in length three miles (annotated "sold to Stephen Taylor"); eight acres "at Podanke in meadow with an addition of swamp" (annotated "sold to Thomas Ford"); nine acres "by the brickills" (annotated "sold to Walter Filer"); sixty acres near Paquannicke; and a parcel both within and without the palisado, abutting on the burial place (annotated "sold to David Wilton") with five acres adjoining thereunto [WiLR 1:18].
   In his will, dated 9 September 1649 and proved 15 May 1650, "Mr. William Hill" bequeathed to "my beloved wife Sarah the third part of my estate"; to "my eldest daughter Sarah a silver spoon"; "my estate shall be equally divided amongst my children only my will is that my son William being my eldest son for every two parts the rest of my children have, he shall have three parts"; if any die before marriage, their share to be divided among the rest; William to receive his portion at marriage; "my beloved wife Sarah" executor and power to dispose of £5 where she sees good; "Mr. Jones, Mr. George Hull and Thomas Thornton" overseers [Hartford PD Case #2723].
   Thomas Thornton deposed before the court "Mr William Hill sending for me on his deathbed I went to him; being far spent when I came yet of perfect memory and understanding as I judge & acquainted me with his will by word of mouth which was thus, namely that his wife should be executrix and that she should have the thirds of that estate he had left his debts being first paid ... and his wife should have £5 to dispose of, nextly that his eldest daughter Sarah had her portion only he would give her a silver spoon, nextly that the rest of his estate should be equally divided amongst five children William, Josepth, Ignatius, Jeams & Elesibeth only in the division his eldest son William on the division should have one third which words he changed in the writing of his will ..." [Hartford PD Case #2723].
   "The sum of Mr. Hill's goods in Winsor" was prepared on 24 September 1649; the items, mostly debts due to Hill, were not totalled, but did include "land called brick kills," £2, and "Henry Curtis is behind of his rent," £11 19s. 3d. The inventory of the estate of William Hill (at Fairfield) was taken 16 November 1649 and totalled £225 16s. 10d., including real estate valued at £30: "one homelot planted with apple trees," £10; and "his own homelot & other dividends," £20 [Hartford PD Case #2723].
BIRTH: By about 1594 (based on date of marriage), son of James Hill of Lyme Regis, Dorsetshire [FOOF 1:278-79; TAG 43:16; Waters 70-71].
DEATH: Fairfield between 9 September 1649 (date of will) and 24 September 1649 (date of inventory at Windsor).
MARRIAGE: St. Mary Arches, Exeter, Devonshire, 28 October 1619 Sarah Jourdaine [TAG43:16]; she married (2) Boston 5 January 1653[/4] Nathaniel Sowther [BVR 44] as his second wife; she married (3) after 18 January 1662/3 as his second wife Edmund Greenleaf [TAG 43:17]; she was alive as late as 19 April 1671, but was probably dead by 1 February 1673/4 [TAG 43:17].
CHILDREN:
	
	   i   SARAH, b. say 1620; m. Windsor 17 September 1646 Joseph Loomis [Grant48].



	
	   ii   WILLIAM, b. say 1622; m. by about 1661 Elizabeth Jones, daughter of Rev. John Jones (eldest child b. about 1661; Rev. John Jones in 1665 made bequest to daughter Elizabeth Hill [FOOF 1:280-81]).



	
	   iii   JOSEPH, b. say 1624; named in father's will, 9 September 1649; no further record (not named in wills of brother-in-law, Anthony Wilson, 1662 [FOOF 1:280]; of aunt, Mary (Hill) Godwyn, 31 March 1665 [Waters 70]; or of stepfather, Edmund Greenleaf, 22 December 1668 [TAG 43:17, citing SPR 7:112]).



	
	   iv   IGNATIUS, b. say 1626; d. by 12 January 1675/6, when the inventory on his estate was presented by his brother Sgt. James Hill [SPR 5:315]; apparently unmarried..



	
	   v   JAMES, b. say 1628; m. Boston 10 April 1662 Hannah Hench~man [BVR 86].



	
	   vi   ELIZABETH, b. say 1630; m. by about 1650 Anthony Wilson (only known child b. about 1650; in his will of about 1662 Anthony Wilson named "my mother Hill" and brothers William, Ignatius and James Hill [FOOF 1:695-96]).



ASSOCIATIONS: Sarah (Jourdaine) Hill, wife of William Hill, was sister of Mary (Jourdaine) Coggan, wife of JOHN COGGAN of Dorchester and Boston, and of Elizabeth (Jourdaine) Duncan, wife of NATHANIEL DUNCAN of Dorchester; the three sisters were daughters of Ignatius Jourdaine of Exeter, Devonshire [TAG 43:14-18].
COMMENTS: In the absence of baptisms, the children are listed here (as they were by Jacobus in FOOF) in the order they are named in their father's will. This arrangement is consistent with what is known of their later lives; also, the three surviving sons were always named in the same order when they appeared in the wills of other relatives. It has been assumed that the first child was born one year after the marriage, and the others at regular two-year intervals thereafter, although this makes Sarah and William older than they would appear to be based on their marital histories.
   In a letter of 14 March 1632/3, written from Exeter, Devonshire, Henry Paynter wrote to John Winthrop Jr. asking him to take notice of "Mr. Cogan and Mr. Hill and Mr. Pinny our pious and loving neighbors and good friends that now come unto you" [WP 3:109]. These would be JOHN COGGAN, WILLIAM HILL and HUMPHREY PINNEY, who arrived in 1633 on the unnamed Weymouth ship [GMN 3:10]. The "Sarah Hill" on the passenger list of theRecovery in 1634 was the wife of this William Hill, perhaps accompanied by some or all of the children [NGSQ 71:171, 77:250].
   On 2 September 1641 "Mr. Hill" stood bond for JOHN COGGAN when MATTHEW ALLYNsuccessfully sued him for slander [RPCC 15, 16].
   In May 1656 "Mr. Hill" was called upon to make a distribution of the estate of William Cross [RPCC 163, 166]. He acted in a similar capacity for the estate of Henry Whelpley in 1662 [RPCC 250]. On 5 March 1639/40 "Mr. Hill" was one of those who subscribed to the papers regarding the estate of the children of Thomas Newberry [RPCC 9]. As attorney for Lawrence Ellison he successfully sued Thomas Marshfield at court on 1 June 1643 [RPCC21].
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