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PREFACE

Oral history within families can create romantic notions as to the who’s, where’s and why’s of the people in our past. As a young girl I recall hearing the “family legend” of how g-g-grandfather Samuel Shave, an itinerate tailor, fell in love with a daughter of a squire for whom he was doing sewing. He and Elizabeth Sebley eloped to London to marry. We heard of a little village, erroneously thought to be called ‘Toe-puddle,’ in Dorset, England; and reference to six men who became ‘martyrs’ in 1834 when they banded together to protest below-subsistence wages for agricultural laborers. Such tales were entwined with whispers of involvement in the early Methodist Movement.


One of Samuel’s sons, Walter, comes with a group from Yeovil, England, to America in 1871, taking advantage of land offered in northwestern Minnesota along the railroad right-of-way. He becomes a railroad land agent in Hawley, Minnesota, and builds a general store. 

Back in England, Samuel’s only daughter, Rhoda, marries Hiram Way, a brickmason; and in 1883, Samuel (along with a number of his family members) comes to join Walter in America. Samuel brings his violin and sewing machine.


There is a beautiful Christening robe that was made by his daughter, Rhoda, on the sewing machine Samuel brought to America. This heirloom has survived over 105 years and has been worn by more than 35 newcomers to the Ash/Way families. There are also two small, ‘spiritual’ diaries Samuel kept near the end of his life; and a journal in which his daughter, Rhoda, documented her trip back to England to visit in 1923. 

All these artifacts and snippets of stories have been embellished through this re-telling. The real facts usually belie many of the scenarios imagined in my youth and inevitably create more questions than answers. Much can happen between 10-year censuses and I keep finding material which retroactively alters my assessment of what went on. The majority of the history of the common man is silent because they didn't do anything note-worthy enough to record!! 

But the data that does exist, permeated with a sense of strength and faith, speaks to a modern-day wish for connectedness to our past. Just as family faith stories help shape our attitude today, so did they for Samuel and members of his family. 

Rhoda’s granddaughter, Rachel Sebley (Ash) Dennis--my mother, was 90 in 2005 and we’ve gone to England together in our hearts and minds through the discovery and sharing of research, and correspondence with newly-found family members. It is my hope that this writing will provide a stepping stone for a trip she and I can take to Dorset to retrace the path set out in Rhoda’s 1923 journal.

Jaquelyn Sebley (Dennis) Keck

703 West 7th Street

Williston, North Dakota 58801-4908 USA 

January 2007 jkeck@dia.net
I. Introduction
England in the mid-1700's was heading toward one of the biggest periods of transition in its history. For hundreds of years, a mental image of the countryside might include mist-clouded forests, livestock grazing in open meadows dotted with clusters of thatched-roof cottage; lazy streams wandering through the fields providing fish and produce for the family table. When the human element is added, we think of farmers, shepherds--the usual activities of an agrarian society--along with cottage industries wherein the raw materials grown locally were crafted into items needed for the common good of the surrounding community.

Pastoral and idyllic? Perhaps, but in reality? A hard life for all those who lived close to the earth and well-reflected in Victorian literature by writers such as Dickens and Hardy--‘a local boy.’ A number of changes were on the horizon for rural England during the reign of “Farmer George”--King George III (1760-1820). A basically agricultural economy dependent on manual labor was being impacted by the introduction of machinery. Most of the industrial centers were in northern England and the effect was slower to reach such places as Winterbourne Whitchurch, in the southern English ‘shire’ of Dorset, but change did come. 

Landowners had leased the land to tenant farmers, who paid in goods that they grew or produced. In the 1730’s, Viscount Townshend developed a system for rotating crops on the same field and the open ‘commons’ grazing concept was beginning to be replaced by ‘enclosure,’ where landlords fenced off land into large units. This often forced the poor, who lost jobs and livelihoods, from their homes. 

Non-agricultural goods were produced by individual families in ‘cottage industries,’ which often meant that skill in a particular craft was passed down through succeeding generations. Such was the case in Samuel Shave’s family. 
II. The Shaves of Winterbourne Whitchurch

The village of Winterbourne Whitchurch was so named because (1) it contains a white-washed, stone church and (2) sits along a winter stream (‘Bourne’). [7]


The paternal grandparents of Samuel Shave were in a position to observe the arrival and passing of many members of their family and the people of Winterbourne Whitchurch, Dorset, England. We find William Shave (b. 1749) and Jane Shave (b. 1750) united in marriage on 03 Mar 1771 at Winterbourne Whitchurch. Records show that William Shave became the Clerk of the Winterbourne Whitchurch Parish in 1770, a position he held for 58 years until his death in 1828. [9] 


Samuel’s father, Richard (born about September of 1773), was the first son of William and Jane Shave. Apparently, Richard demonstrated musical ability on the violin as his grandson later relates that at the age of nine, Richard played “a command performance for the 'Old Queen’ in Westminster Abbey.” [5] His age would place the incident around 1782-3. Speculation as to which ‘Old Queen’ this might be would lead one to think of George III’s wife, Princess Charlotte Sophia from Mecklenburg-Strelitz, whom he married in 1761 and who bore 15 children. There are many ‘minsters’ in Dorset, but apparently travel to London isn’t out of the question. As will be seen later, a number of Shave-related marriages occurred there.


Richard soon had a number of siblings: David Robert (b. 1775), Mary (b. 1778), Sabina (b. 1780/m. Benjamin Foster), Ann Stevens (b. 1783/m. William Orchard), and Rhoda (b. 1789). He learned the trade of tailoring, one assumes through apprenticeship, and in 1797 married Ann Davis. And so begins the immediate family of Samuel Shave.
III. Samuel’s Family


Samuel Shave was born in November of 1817 in Winterbourne Whitchurch, Dorset, England (baptized 14 December) and was the seventh and last child of Richard and Anne (Davis) Shave.
The listing of his siblings gives an overview of his family [5]:


[Those with * are buried at Winterbourne Whitchurch]








Age @ Samuel’s birth


Sophia, Bapt. 4 June 1798

(d. Ukwn)

19



 m. Jacob Uriah Winterson WOLFE (1823)


Sabina, Bapt. 5 January 1800 (*buried 17 Oct 1867)

17



 m. George FOSTER (1821)


William, Bapt. 11 July 1802; (*buried 26 June 1803)


Seborah--7 October 1804
(20 Apr 1876)


13



(unmarried)


William Richard Stevens, Bapt. 15 November 1807

10



(*buried 11 Sep 1844)



 m. 1) Anne SHAVE 2) Jane HOLLOWAY


Sabrin, Bapt. 28 October 1820 (*buried 22 Jun 1828) 
 7



(unmarried)


Sansom, Bapt. 21 June 1812



 
5


With so many of the Shave family buried in Winterbourne Whitchurch, it’s interesting to note that Samuel’s grandfather, William (the Clerk of WW Parish) erected a cemetery marker in the church graveyard in 1776 “in the XXVI [26th] year of his age as a family marker.” With the passing of time, he watches it fill and we find his signature on the Parish records in the space after the words: “In the Presence of.” [9] Perhaps not too curiously, William’s hand-writing looks very similar to that used by his grandson when Samuel later keeps his ‘diaries’ as an older man in America. 

An infant namesake (above) is buried in 1803; later William buries his daughter, Rhoda, in 1827. William himself dies July 12, 1828, at the age of 78, a month after his granddaughter, Sabrin, is buried. Grandson, Samuel, would have been eleven. Later, William’s wife, Jane ‘departed this life on February 15, 1838, aged 88’ and is buried near the marker. [11]


Samuel’s life in England can be tracked through census records and the first we find mention of the family is in the 1821 census of Winterbourne Whitchurch taken 28 May 1821 by Henry Fookes, overseer. Here it shows Richard Shave with his wife, seven children, and one lodger. Richard is listed as a tailor and the distribution in the family is five males [father Richard, William Richard Stevens (14), Sansom (9) and Samuel (4)--with perhaps the lodger as the fifth male?] and five females [mother Ann, possibly Sophia (23) as she didn’t marry until 1923, sister Sabina (21) who married George Foster in 1821, Seborah (17) and Sabrin (11), who died unmarried seven years later].

IV. The Shave Musicians and Occupations


Apparently Samuel obtains training from his father on the violin and eventually is bequeathed the instrument. Like his father, Samuel is apprenticed as a tailor and one wonders what kind of schooling was available to families of this social stature since education was highly prized, as manifested by granddaughter Maud Shave’s comment that “he [Samuel] was a man of some means and more education than was common in those days.”[8] 

The next census of importance is for the parish of Winterbourne Whitchurch, the tithing of La Lee and the Hamlet of Whatcombe in Dorset, England, in 1841. Where ever he received his training and education, here we find Samuel, age 20, a tailor, at home with his parents, Richard (also a tailor) and Ann. Also living in the household are his sister Sabra, age 30, unmarried; his sister Sophia Wolf, age 38, independent; and Sophia’s son, Nathaniel Wolf, age 15, also a tailor. Visiting are his sister, Sabina Foster, age 35, and two of her children, Albert and Sabrin Foster, ages 5 and 2.[5] 

It would seem that the giving of ages was just as whimsical then as we sometimes find in our own time and trying to make all the ages march down correctly through the censuses can be a discouraging task. 

However, it’s not surprising to find that the paths of Samuel Shave and Elizabeth Sebley crossed as Elizabeth’s father was a grocer in Winterbourne Whitchurch. And so much for the romantic tale of Samuel’s itinerancy and Elizabeth’s being a squire’s daughter. The source of such oral recounting may have been due to the fact that many of the Shave family did work as domestics (or possibly at least as providers-of-services) to the large Whatcombe House and estates, located about a mile north of Winterbourne Whitchurch.


It’s actually hard to find names of Samuel’s immediate family on the records as having worked there; but some of the family of his uncle David Robert Shave (Richard’s younger brother by two years) seems to have had recordable positions at Whatcombe House. This was particularly true by the 1881 census. It is possible that Richard and Samuel were attached to the estate as tailors. 

The musical heritage of the Shave family is another interesting aspect to contemplate. Samuel must have heard tales of his father’s playing ‘for the “Old Queen” at Westminster Abby.’ And eventually the musical talent passed on to at least one of Samuel’s sons, Albert, whom we later find playing the cello. 
V. Extended Family


Going to London may have been a more common occurrence that one might think, and could have included visiting family members. There are a number of marriages that seem to have taken place there. 


Records indicate that John Sebley married Rhoda Galpin in London on 11 June of 1815. Daughter, Elizabeth Sebley, is baptized on 18 Jan 1820 in Frome, Somerset, about 30 miles NNE of Winterbourne Whitchurch. By the 1841 Census, the family of John (age 41) and Rhoda Sebley (age 40) are living in Winterbourne Whitchurch where John is listed as a grocer. Elizabeth is 18 and her siblings include James (17), Frances (13) and William (5)


People don’t live in isolation but within the close community of family and friends. And although the census records set out names and dates, it takes additional exploration to figure out who was a next-door neighbor, what relation they might be and what events were happening in the surrounding countryside. When a family member marries into a different surname, whole new vistas of possibilities are opened. 


For instance, as the 1830’s approached, so did discontent in the local farmers as threshing machines took the place of manual labor. The term “read the Riot Act” comes from an incident where Magistrate James Frampton tried to disperse a crowd in Winfrith Newburgh; he later ‘harangued’ those people protesting in Bere Regis [4] (about six kilometers from Winterbourne Whitchurch). With such unrest being reported in relatively nearby communities, when a researcher reads of farmer Matthew Galpin trying to appease an angry crowd in Pulham (about 16 kilometers from Winterbourne Whitchurch) in November of 1830, it arouses speculation about some familial connection to the Rhoda Galpin who married John Sebley.


Samuel’s father, Richard, had married into the Davis family. Ann’s father had married a Churchill, and her grandfather, Melmour Davis in 1732 had married a Mary Hamett. One hundred years later, as the protests and riots which began in the 1830’s swirled through the Dorset area, we find the Hamett / Hammett name involved in a group which became known as the Tolpuddle Martyrs. The Hammett name is also found in records of those coming to America and, in particular, reference is made to Hammetts in Hawley, Minnesota (where the Shaves immigrate in 1873 and 1883) and as coming to Canada. [2] 

And why this interest in Tolpuddle…a little village six kilometers SW of Winterbourne Whitchurch? About the time Samuel Shave was born (1817), Joseph Way was born in Tolpuddle (1816). Another tradesman--a ‘cordwainer--he married in 1836 and began raising a family in Tolpuddle. Joseph Way by definition [6] worked with ‘cordovan’--a fine goatskin leather originally from Spain, not to be confused with a ‘bootmaker’ but still in need of a means of providing for his family. 

So many factors were affecting change in England the first part of the 1800’s: The end of the Napoleonic Wars around 1815 saw the return of sailors and soldiers--the population in London in 1800 was almost 2 million; by 1881, that number was 4.5 million. Crime was on the rise. With people flocking to the cities to work in factories for below subsistance wages, water and land were polluted to the extent that disease often wiped out whole segments of families, especially children. 

Cholera, thought to have been brought in by ships from India beginning in October of 1831, killed well over 22,000 people; again in 1848, 70,000 died; and a further 10,000 in 1854. During the first five years of the Death Registration in 1838, about 60,000 people were listed as having died of TB, and in the early 1850’s, over 50,000 more. [7]


These conditions didn’t reach the semi-rural villages as quickly, but many tradespeople who were relatively independent, like the village shoemakers, millers, carpenters, grocers, blacksmiths, tailors and dressmakers, were sometimes also relatively independent in their thinking and, feeling the coming threat to their way of life, were on the cutting edge of reform movements. They often could be found “in the ranks of chapel trustees and other office bearers.” [6] Within the villages of Tolpuddle, Dewlish, Bere Regis and Winterbourne Kingston and Whitchurch one finds similar family names--Barnett, Riggs, Snook, Ricketts and Loveless, among many others--many of whom were involved in the Dorchester Wesleyan Methodist Circuit.[6] 

John Ricketts--cordwinder, Bootmaker--is mentioned as being a local preacher in the Bere Regis Methodist chapel, “serving on a number of trusts including Winterbourne Kingston, Bere Heath and Milton Abbas until the 1870’s when he moves away into Bournemouth.” [6] 

Another link with this name might be the John Ricketts (b. 1817 in Winterbourne Strickland) whom Frances Sebley (Elizabeth’s sister) married in 1849 in Wareham. This sister was known as “Aunt Fanny” or later Samuel refers to her as “Aunt Ricketts” and we find them caring for Elizabeth’s mother, Rhoda, in her old age.


In 1836, some of the same names become associated with the ‘Tolpuddle Martyrs’--James Hammett, along with James Brine, Thomas Stansfield and his son John, and the brothers James and George Loveless. Perhaps the best educated of these men was George Loveless who taught himself to read and write and became a Methodist lay preacher. He is attributed with bringing the others together to form the Tolpuddle Lodge of the Agricultural Labourers Friendly Society. [4] 

That same year, Joseph Way married Jane Bullen on December 8, 1836. Over the next decade, the following children were added to Joseph’s family: George (1838), John (1839), William (1841) and Martha Bullen Way (1843). It’s sad to find a Joseph Way baptized on February 3, 1845, and being buried that same year in July, an event which may reflect the death of Jane Bullen. Cordwainer Joseph Way marries a Susan Corish Loveless on the 1st of January in 1849. Her parents are John Loveless and Susannah Allengame Corish. 
VI. Kids Come


In a manner similar to John and Rhoda Sebley, Samuel Shave and Elizabeth Sebley go to London where, on July 19, 1844, they are married in St. George’s Hanover Square Church. On their Entry of Marriage, the residence at the time of marriage is listed as ‘Pimlico,’ and the event appears to have been witnessed by John Pinnock and Anne Clatworthy. In 1846, their first son, Alfred Sampson / Sansom Shave, is born on May 20th in Winterbourne Whitchurch. He is baptized on July 5, 1846 at the Wesley-Methodist Chapel in Whitchurch. 

Walter Alfred was born in Winterbourne Whitchurch on 1 April 1848, and baptized on April 23, 1848. Grandfather Richard Shave died on January 25, 1849, at the age of 75. Samuel is about 32 and Alfred is three. 

In 1851, Samuel is found on the census for Dewlish. He is now age 33 and listed as a Master Tailor. His wife is Elizabeth (Sebley), age 31, is in Dewlish but her father, John Sebley, is still a grocer in Winterbourne Whitchurch. For some reason, Samuel has moved his family ‘down the road’ from Winterbourne Whitchurch to Dewlish--a distance of about six kilometers, and about the same distance from Tolpuddle. Children are listed as Alfred, age 4, and Walter, age 2, both born in Winterbourne Whitchurch.


Living with the family is Matthew Foster, age 21, a Woodsman listed as a Lodger but he is actually Samuel’s nephew, son of his sister, Sabina Foster. 

It must be a hard time for the family, as a daughter, Annette, was born to Samuel and Elizabeth on August 27, 1852, but died as an infant. Then on June 2, 1853, Samuel’s mother, Ann Shave, died in Winterbourne Whitchurch of ‘natural decay’ at age 78 years. A ‘Jane Shave’ is listed as being present at the death and it is assumed that this is a daughter-in-law, the second wife of William Richard Stevens Shave.


Rhoda Ann Shave was born back in Winterbourne Whitchurch on September 14, 1856, and baptized on October 26 of that same year. And that completes Samuel’s immediate family.


In Tolpuddle when the 1851 Census is taken, Joseph Way, Cordwainer, is 34 and his wife, Susan, is 26. We don’t know where Joseph’s children by his first wife are living. Joseph and Susan have a son, Joseph Robert Corish Way, who is one year old by this time.

VII. Following the Families

It can be seen that just as the Shave / Rickett / Sebley families are interrelated in Winterbourne Whitchurch, so the Way / Loveless / Hammett families of Tolpuddle have bloodlines which overlap. Communication and concern for extended family will continue even when an ocean separates them eventually.

1861


By the 1861 Census, Samuel and family are back in Winterbourne Whitchurch. Samuel is now 43 years old, a Tailor and Tea Dealer; wife, Elizabeth is 41; children listed are Walter (13), a Scholar and Rhoda A. (4), a Scholar. Living with the family is Sabra [Seborah?], Unmarried, age 54, formerly a Button Maker; and Julia Shave, Lodger, age 53, a Laundress. [5] 

The John Ricketts family can be found in Bere Regis at the time of the 1861 Census. He is 43 and no occupation is listed for him, but Elizabeth’s sister, Frances, is 33 and their daughters are listed as Anna Marie (9) and Emily (2), both born in Bere Regis.


Samuel’s eldest son, Alfred Sampson/Sansom, is found with his grandmother, Rhoda Sebley, who is staying with her son, James Sebley, a Police Constable in Bromley, Middlesex--an area of London. Alfred is age 14 and called a Shopboy. One can imagine that this might be where he learned his craft, as he became a carpenter and cabinet maker by trade. 

He apparently worked his way 107 miles southwest from London as we find him marrying Mary Vacher / Vatcher (b. 1843 in Milton Abbas) in 1866 in Blandford. From Winterbourne Whitchurch, Milton Abbas is only 3-4 miles NW and Blandford a dozen miles NE. 

The Alfred S. Shaves must have established their home in the Bournemouth area where Alfred could find a market for his skills as a ‘fine furniture maker.’ This is where most of the rest of his time in England is spent. Their first son, another ‘Walter,’ is born October 8, 1869, in Christchurch, Bournemouth, Holdenhurst Road. Bournemouth and Christchurch are within a couple of miles of each other 


For purposes of clarification from this point in the narrative, [A] will be affixed to the son of Samuel Shave (especially appropriate as Walter’s middle name was ‘Alfred’) and [B] to Samuel’s grandson, the eldest son of Alfred S. Shave. 

Meanwhile, in Tolpuddle, Joseph apparently has died as Susan (36) is listed as a widow, grocer and head of the household. Her mother, Susannah (Corish / Cornish) Loveless has also died and Susan’s father, John Loveless, lives with his daughter. Susan’s brother, Arthur Loveless (27) lives in the household and is an agricultural laborer. We find Joseph Robert Corish Way is 11 years old and a mason’s apprentice, and Hiram Corish Way is listed as being 9 and a scholar. Hiram was born on May 4, 1851, in Tolpuddle.

1871

Samuel and Elizabeth continued to live in Winterbourne Whitchurch and the census of 1871 for that parish says Samuel is 53 years old and a Tailor; Elizabeth is 51 years, and Rhoda Ann, their daughter, is age 14 and a Scholar. Also listed in the house-hold is Sebora Shave (66) and a Pauper. 

Son Alfred S. and Mary (Vatcher) Shave are living in Bournemouth, Hampshire, with one child, Walter[B], age 2. Two daughters are added to their family, Rosa, born 1871 in Bournemouth; and Maud / Maude, born in 1875 in Springbourne, both locations being in England.


Samuel’s eldest son Walter[A] is found in South Stoneham, Hampshire, with a family by the name of Cole. He is unmarried, age 23, a Draper and Grocer’s Assistant [5]. These skills will hold him in good stead when he comes to America. It is possible that he may have been engaged to a Mary Gillingham, as a picture of her has survived in his personal papers. [12] However, at this point Walter was hearing information about ‘free land’ along new railroad lines in the middle of America. By 1872 Walter[A] was making arrangements to become part of the ‘Yeovil Colonists,’ promoted and led by Rev. George Rodgers, who had gone to the Red River Valley area of Minnesota in August of 1872 to look at land there.[2]


In the spring of 1773, Walter[A] Shave was one of 120 men, women and children who came across the Atlantic to New York City where an agent for the Northern Pacific accompanied them west. The trip took two weeks and when they reached St. Paul, they were entertained by the St. George and English Club before continuing to the area of Hawley and Glyndon, Minnesota. 

“They sailed from Liverpool on the “City of Bristol” in the spring of 1873.


  It took over three weeks to make the crossing and after the overland trip by train, they arrived


  in Hawley in a raging snowstorm. The train could go no further and the Yeovil Colony

  passengers were housed in the train for some days with very little food and not much heat.


  It was their welcome to the new world.” [2]


Other people in this group, who were either previously known or who became a part of the extended Shave family network in the future, included Joseph and Emily Lewis of Dorchester and Somerset; George and Harriet Chant of Sherborne, Dorset; and William and Annie Hammett of Tolpuddle, Dorset. 


In the 1871 Census for Tolpuddle, the Way family is still together and there is a Hammett family next door. Susan Way, now 46, is still listed as a grocer and head of the household. Both sons, Joseph R.C. Way (21) and Hiram C. Way (19) are listed as Bricklayer Journeymen. Susan’s father, John Loveless (72) is listed as a Lodger and a Thatcher, but out of employ. 

Somehow, Hiram Corish Way and Rhoda Ann Shave became acquainted, perhaps by the overlapping social exchanges of the Methodist church or remnants of trade union or temperance activity (there were many ties between Dewlish and Tolpuddle in this regard). [6] By December 12, 1878, they have married. It would be interesting to determine where this marriage took place as it would have occurred within a week of the death of Rhoda’s uncle, James Sebley, who died in Hertford (20 miles north of London) on December 9, 1878. 

Many of the ‘older generation’ were passing away about this time. The next year Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth Sebley Shave, died of ‘heart, lung and kidney disease’ (a term similar to ‘natural decay’) on July 1, 1879, at the age of 59. Rhoda Ann Way, daughter and now married, was present at the death, which occurred at ‘Victoria Road, Springbourne, Christchurch’ in the County of Southampton.[9] 
VIII. Moving On

1881

The 1881 Census for Christchurch, Hampshire, is the last census in England for Samuel and his family. The census lists the family as living in Hausley Cottage with Samuel (63) as Head, a widower and a Tailor. The family includes Maud Shave (5), granddaughter, a Scholar and daughter of Alfred S; Hiram Way (29), son-in-law and listed as a Bricklayer; Rhoda A. Way (24), daughter (to Samuel); and Annette Way (age 7 months), granddaughter to Samuel. 
 
Next door in 1 Albert Cottage is Samuel’s son, Alfred S. Shave, age 35, and listed as a Carpenter. Alfred S. has lost his wife, Mary, in 1877, leaving a son Walter[B], age 8; and two daughters, Rosa, age 6; and Maud, age 2. By 1881, Alfred S. has married again in 1878 to Emily Hodder, who is listed as age 31 in the Census. Listed also are Walter[B] Shave (11), son and Scholar; Rosa Shave (9), daughter and Scholar; and Annie Shave, daughter (age 9 months, who dies in May 1881 at 10 months). [5]


As a young boy in England, Walter[B] was apprenticed to a baker and pushed a cart with bakery goods for sale. His father would take him along when they went caroling in England. Alfred played the cello for the caroling. Walter[B] recalled that often as a small boy he would be so tired by the end of the evening that his father would have to carry both him and the cello on the way back home. [8] Walter[B]’s musical talent is evident later as he’s noted to have played the French horn when in Glyndon, Minnesota. 


It is noted that both Alfred and his father, Samuel, played in “Bands,” what would now be termed ‘orchestras.’ A photo of Christchurch Priory has been marked indicating the place where they played. [8] The instruments and their love of music will be shared as they come to their new homes in America. 


Another photo of importance shows a large, castle-like building called “The Mont Dore” of Bournemouth, touted as the first spa hotel in an advertisement c. 1886. The comment provided by Alfred’s granddaughter is that Alfred S. Shave ‘helped build it;’ a possibility being that his carpentry skills were put to use.[8] 
1883

Encouraged by his son Walter[A], Samuel immigrated to the United States in May of 1883 through the Port of Portland, Maine, and from there to Hawley, Minnesota. With him are a number of his family members including: 

 
~ Rhoda A. (daughter) and Hiram Way and their daughters, Annette and Elizabeth.


 
~ Alfred Sampson (son), and his son, Walter[B] and daughter, Maude. 

Alfred’s wife, Emily, daughter, Laura (2) and son Edgar (7 months), stayed behind in England until 1885, when they joined the family in Minnesota. His daughter, Rosa, whose health was poor, also stayed in England and went to live with her Great Aunt Fanny (Frances Sebley Ricketts). In 1891, she too comes to America and once again lives with her father. [5]


The Letters of Intention signed by Samuel and Alfred Shave and Hiram Way later in January of 1885 indicate that the port of entry was “Portland,” but this can not be confirmed as the records for that port are not yet available. It is assumed that these passages were purchased by Samuel. “A passage cost 2,500 to 10,000 pounds and those who could pay were encouraged to do so.” [8]

It must have been hard to leave older members of family back in England, knowing they would never be seen again in this life, and to ‘renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity’ to the Queen of England. 
IX. Hawley, Minnesota, USA


Since coming to America in 1873, Walter[A] Shave had been busy preparing for the other members of his family to arrive. Along with legal documents, much of the information about Samuel’s family can be traced through the 1972 Centennial compilation, “Journey Back to Hawley,” to which Walter’s son, Samuel Richard Shave (then a resident of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) contributed.[2] Microfilms of the Red River Valley News also document many incidents in their lives. [10] It is fairly amazing to read the reports in these newspaper dated in the 1870’s--happenings from around the world, moralistic fiction, social events, recipes…one realizes how important a role the newspaper played, especially in the lives of those ‘far from home.’ 


On November 30, 1876, Walter[A] married Laura Chant and by 1880 their children included Harriet (b. 1877), Alfred (b. 1878), and were followed by Mary Annette, Ethel, Edward, George Ralph, Samuel Richard, and Laura Kathleen. 

“For many years he was a real estate agent, and a land agent for the Northern Pacific Railroad. His name can be found on many abstracts of the Hawley area. He also operated the store which was started by his father-in-law, George Chant.” [2] He also ‘manned’ the Post Office in his store for many years. [10]


We find Walter[A] actively involved in the civic and religious life of Hawley, and in 1882 a proponent of building a Methodist [M.E.] place of worship. In the summer of that year he began a new building for his “prosperous and growing mercantile business”, and by July has it enclosed. On September 28, 1882, an ad in the Red River Valley News announces the opening of this clothing store, with the added benefit that there are male and female clerks who speak Norwegian.


Apparently, the winter of 1882-3 was hard on both sides of the Atlantic. With reports from Jenning’s London Special that “In the low-lying districts, the land is under water and wheat much beaten down. If this goes on much longer, the harvest of 1882 will be ruined and the collapse of the British agricultural interests will be complete…” [10]


In Minnesota during mid-February of 1883, many trains were stranded in transit by winds of 40 miles an hour which drove snow over the prairie. 


“Night express from Bismarck hopelessly stuck at Wheatland and cannot get here till the

 
  wind lulls--not if a whole convention of snowplows go to the rescue. Day express from Fargo
 
  this morning ran amuck in the snow and can’t come through or back out, although she has two
 
  locomotives and a snowplow outfit. A work train and plow…have passed west to cheer up the
 
  beleaguered train. Fifty passengers were there, well cared for by conductor Cavender and his
 
  men. The shovelers will dig them out tonight by the light of the moon. Ten below zero.” [10]


In the spring of 1883, it is reported that the building of the M.E. church is progressing, and on April 18, 1883, there is a note: “Mr. Walter Shave is in Minneapolis this week.” The following week’s paper includes commentary about the need for greater building facilities: “Although we have nearly 300 inhabitants, eight or nine stores and other business establishments in proportion, we have not more than 12 or 15 dwelling houses.” One assumes that this type of information was relayed by Walter[A] to his family back in England during the years he had lived in America.

In the Hawley News Letter portion of the Red River Valley News dated May 2, 1883, the following appears: 


Eight people of the Shave family are new arrivals from England; 


they came Tuesday morning. They are Mr. Samuel Shave, father of 


Walter Shave the merchant; Alfred Shave a brother, who is a carpenter, 


and brought two children; Hiram Way, wife and two children, Mrs. Way 


being a sister of Mr. Shave. Mr. Way is a brickmaker by occupation. 

They will all settle in Clay County. It will be quite readily perceived 


that there is a good deal of joy in the house of Shave, and a good deal 


of reason for it. [10]


The next day, the regular ad for “Walter Shave MERCHANT” adds the line, “Agency of the New American Sewing Machine.” It would seem that the family trade has reached across the ocean from England; however, it throws some doubt on the ‘tale’ that Samuel, the tailor, brought his own sewing machine when he came to America. It’s more likely that the christening robe, purportedly made by Samuel’s daughter, Rhoda, [3] on the family machine, was a unit from Walter’s store--nonetheless, the stitching is very fine and has weathered well.


One assumes the family members stayed together in the upstairs of the new mercantile store until other arrangements could be made. On May 17, 1883, it is reported that “Mr. Way, the brother-in-law of Mr. Shave, left Hawley for Moorhead Monday morning. He is a bricklayer and has been engaged to work for the summer with Mr. Bjorquist, contractor.” [10]


Curiously, when the question came up as to where Samuel Shave, Alfred S. Shave and Hiram Way might have gone to sign the Letters of Intent at the District Court of the 11th Judicial District, upon finding that it would have been the County Court House in Moorhead, the following information was available:


[The first Court House’s] replacement was completed in 1883.

The Romanesque-style building was built of bricks from the Bergquist 


yards and stood on land donated by John Bergquist just west of the current 


courthouse. Its most prominent feature was a room-sized square corner 


tower rising from the foundation to a steep pyramidal roof.


It’s interesting to ponder the possibility that when the three men went to the Court House in 1885, Hiram Way would be showing his father- and brother-in-law an edifice he helped build. This line of thinking helps make more sense from the rather cryptic note in the Red River Valley News of November 15, 1883, which reads, “Mr. Walter Shave has gone to Moorhead to attend court and to see the new courthouse.”

Meanwhile, in Hawley, some of the social news in the Red River Valley News can shed light on the activities of some of the other new arrivals: 


The sociable in connection with the Union church, held at 


Mrs. Sibley’s Friday evening last, was a decided success.…

Miss Annie Sibley played some selections on the organ, accompanied by 


Mr. Shave Sr. with the violin. Miss Sibley has made good progress in her 


music studies. The violin and Mr. Shave are old friends, and seem to be 


endeared to each other. The next sociable will be held with Mrs. W. Shave, 


Friday evening, June 8th [May 31, 1883]

[social news, cont’d]


The Union church people have made some improvement of late 


in their singing. A general invitation has been extended to all parties


 who are interested in having good singing at the Sunday service to meet 


at the residence of Walter Shave on Saturday evenings to practice the tunes


to be used the following Sunday. Mr. Shave Sr. will hereafter accompany 


with his violin. [June 7,1883]


The Shaves aren’t the only ones active in the affairs around them. In January of 1884, Hiram Way is listed as participating in a temperance organization called at the Methodist Evangelical (M.E.) church. “…a temperance alliance was formed and twenty joined,” with H. Way being appointed on the executive committee. Not quite ‘deja vous,’ it still harkens back 50 years to the mentality found in Hiram’s native Tolpuddle and speaks to his Methodist up-bringing which admonished ‘doing no harm.’ This teaching went on to encourage ‘avoiding evil of every kind, and the appearance of it,’ which meant not ‘drinking, buying, or selling intoxicating liquors, unless in cases of extreme necessity.’[10]


During the last of May in 1884, “Fred and Walter Shave have bought 160 acres of school land in section 36, town of Cromwell, about one mile north of town. A new house is now on course of construction on the land, which will be occupied by the family of Fred (Alfred S.), who are still in England but expect to remove to this country soon.” [10]


A little humor is found in the news reporting, as is found in a couple of references to activities of the family:[10]


June 19, 1884--Hiram Way and John Costain were chosen by the 


Union church as delegates to attend the Northern Pacific [temperance] 


conference to be held Tuesday and Wednesday of this week in Glyndon. 

…left this morning as the circus is there today. Their children will probably 


receive a lecture on wild animals when they get back. 


July 8, 1884--We sympathize heartily with Mr. H. Way. 

A kind friend gave the gentleman some very choice flower seeds last spring, 


which he planted and cared for until a few days ago. Report says he even 


shaded them with shingles during the very warm weather of the last month.


Picture his disgust when he very recently discovered that he was caring 


for a bed of pursley!
 
[What we know as ‘portulaca oleracea,’ or hogweed, considered an undesirable, invasive weed.]


Walter seems to have built a new warehouse for his mercantile storage and prior to its usage a Fourth of July celebration was held by the ‘ladies’ aid society of the Union church’ with ‘a refreshment stand and lunch counter…and will wind up with a strawberry and ice cream festival in the evening.’[10]


In August of 1884, a report indicates that Hiram Way and Fred Shave are painting the new elevator. The name “Burrill” appears as being associated with the planning for this building.


By 1885 the Letters of Intention have been signed and the families are included in the Minnesota State Census for Clay County in the Village of Hawley. Walter[A] (37) and his wife, Laura Chant Shave (30), are listed with children Harriet (7), Alfred (6), Mary (4), Ethel (2) and Edward (6 months). There appear to be two young people residing with them: Stephen Raymond (18) from England and W_____ Ingeborg (23), a young woman from Sweden. Next door are Laura Shave’s parents, George and Harriet Chant. 


One of the last listings on the Census is for the Hiram Way family and it is assumed that this placement is due to their living on the portion of Section 10 of Hawley Township through which the Northern Pacific tracks run, about four miles southeast of the town of Hawley. Hiram is 34 and wife Rhoda 28, both born in England. Annette (4) is listed; but for some reason, Elizabeth (2) was not in the house when the census was taken. Both girls had been born in England, while their sister, Mabel (1), was born in Minnesota. Samuel Shave (63) and his granddaughter, Maud (8), also live with Hiram and Rhoda Way. 

In the Red River Valley News for June 25, 1885, it is announced that “At the annual meeting of the Union church, Claus Wouters was elected trustee, Samuel Shave, Deacon; Adna Colburn, Jr., clerk; Stephen Raymond, treasurer; and Alfred S. Shave, chorister.” 

On the same page is an ad:
H.Way Bricklayer and Plasterer.






Will do work anywhere within reason-






able distance of Hawley


The summer sees hail/wind wiping out 1/4 of the crops in late July and on September 23, 1885:



Prairie fires have commenced to run. Walter Shave had a close 


call last Sunday afternoon. The prairie was set on fire from a spark from 


one of the locomotives, and were it not that it was discovered in time he 


would have lost all his grain and barn. H. Way was near, on his way from 


church, when it started. He fought fire all the afternoon and did not get home 


until five o’clock. [10]


 Rhoda Sebley, mother of Samuel’s wife, Elizabeth, died in November of 1885 in Christchurch, County of Southampton. Present at her death is Emily Ricketts, granddaughter (now 26), who is listed as residing at 2 Priory Villas, Oxford Road, Bournemouth, where the death took place on November 2nd. Emily would be the daughter of Elizabeth Shave’s sister and therefore Samuel’s niece. Rhoda is found in the John Ricketts household on the 1851, [1861 with son, James Sebley in Bromley] 1871, and 1891 Census records.

The following spring, a ‘gentlemen’s supper’ is given the middle of April at the warehouse of Walter Shave and over the course of the next year or so, various family members are reported as having been contributors of musical entertainment--Walter[B] (differentiated in the reports as “Walter, Jr.”) as part of a male quartet, perhaps playing in the Hawley brass band--both groups being referred to into June of 1887. Between these ‘sociables’ and the ladies’ aid events, the Shave warehouse continues to be the place to go for community entertainment and food.


All this time the ad for work submitted by Hiram Way appears in the newspaper and employment increasingly takes him away from the farm. Samuel assumes responsibility for many of the daily chores. 

As the Fourth of July approaches in 1887, mention is made of many of the ‘Hawley boys’ coming home for the occasion, including “Herbert Burrill from Fargo, and H. Way from some other point in Dakota, where they are all at work.”

On September 9, 1887, it is reported:



Mr. H. Way returned home on Friday evening last after an absence 


of several weeks. He has been in the employ of the North Pacific elevator 


company this summer again, but has got through for the present and will 


remain home for some time, having taken the contract for plastering the 


office of the Farmers elevator company and replacing the chimney on the 


school house which was displaced during a wind storm this summer. 

Some of his handiwork can also be seen on the chimney of the new church. [10]


In the “Glyndon News Gleanings” portion of the Red River Valley News for October 7, 1887, mention is made that “Hiram Way, the Hawley plasterer, is finishing the exterior of the hardware building with a coat of cement.”

In August of 1887, Samuel Shave had begun keeping a ‘diary’…the ‘Hawley diary’ to distinguish it from the one he uses later. For an Englishman trained as a tailor to be confronted with the elements involved in farming, such things as the weather and provisions for a family call on his reserve of faith and resourcefulness.


He reports on what son-in-law Hiram is doing-- “H.” or “Hm” For example:



Sep 29, 1887
--“H. to Fargo”


Nov 2, 1887
--“H. home--school job finished. I plant rhubarb”


Jan 15, 1888
--“H. is going west.”


Feb 18, 1888
--“H to Silver Lake”


May 6-8, 1888
--“H. is away down to Blanchard”

There are visits from family members: Fred (Alfred S. Shave)--“Fd”--and “W” is Walter[A] Shave. There are associates within the ‘temperance alliance’ who are a integral part of their work and social life: “A.C.” is probably A. [Adna?] Colburn and “D.S.” could be D. S. Smith. Whenever the Hammetts are mentioned, it’s written out.


As Hiram Way searches for ways to augment his family’s income, father-in-law Samuel Shave assists with more of the chores about the farm: 


…caring for the milk cow--“I milk’d the cow in Grainery, the first time 



out of the stancheon. Gipsy played truant--we lost her for hours 



found her at last at Mr. P’s…brought butter from A.C. about 10 lb.”

…making trips to Hawley (a 4-mile walk NNE along the N. P. RR tracks)--



“went to Hawley for oil & beef”--“fetched up goods from depot”

…attending meetings--“Went down to Temperance meeting 1/2 past 3; 



return little before 6”

…seeing that daughter Rhoda and the girls got to church and school--


“All to school”--“All to Church, very nice coming home” [April 1888]


Visits from “Fd” (Alfred S. Shave) and “W” or “W.S.” (Walter[A] Shave) were very important to all members of the Shave/Way families. Many trips were made with the hauling of hay or “C.Wood” (cords of wood) and exchanging produce for items from Walter[A]’s store in Hawley. 

Of special significance, from a musical standpoint, is the time Samuel and Alfred spent together. Reminiscent of their involvement in community music while living in the Bournemouth-Christchurch area in Dorset, both men took an active part in local church and civic music groups. There are many mentions of “Fd” (Alfred S.) visiting on the farm and it appears that one thing they did together was develop a musical journal:



“I have a hand-made book which he [Samuel] and his son Alfred 


compiled. They used an old journal, sewing pages together to use the 


unused backs of pages to copy music. He [Samuel] was a very fine writer 


- very meticulous in forming his letters--which shows what a perfectionist 


he was.” [8]


Letters from England are noted and in the spring of 1888, John Ricketts (73), husband of Frances Sebley Ricketts and the person who housed Elizabeth’s mother, Rhoda, died in Christchurch, Bournemouth, England. News of this death doesn’t reach Hawley until July 12th; a response isn’t made until August 10th, when “Rh sent letter to Aunt Ricketts” appears in darker ink than usual. It is possible that the delay in Rhoda’s writing was due to waiting to share news about pending changes.


It became more apparent that the farm life was not supporting the family. The summer of 1888 is extremely hot and by mid-June Samuel notes that they’ve “shifted out the stove today,” it being too hot to cook inside. There is a lot of planting going on so they have food on the table; Samuel forages for mushrooms after a rain, plants corn, turnips, parsnips, potatoes, tomato plants…work that would keep a 71-year-old spry but more attuned to the weather, hence his numerous meteorological notations.


Hiram needed to be in a place where his masonry skill could be used, and seems to be alternating between a job in Fargo and staying home during the summer. By August, Samuel’s entries reflect the gardening successes: “had beets for supper”--“had string beans for dinner”--“new potatoes first time”

Also included are notes about people coming to look at the farm, and eventually it is sold to the Burrill family. Although copies of legal papers documenting this transfer haven’t been sought, this is based on finding the name “H.R.Burrill” on future plat maps of that section.


Sunday, October 6, 1888, Samuel stays on the farm alone and notes:



Su 7 Very fine + alive day--H + all to church--all came back



after school--the leaves on trees just wave two + fro--every



thing is so quiet + still just like the church work--


Lord receive Thy work in our day for Christ’s sake Amen!


It’s the beginning of seeking a new location, again. The next day Samuel notes taking Hiram to Hawley “as he was off to Fs Falls,” and through that month and into November, mention is made of letters going back and forth between Hawley and Fergus Falls. Samuel also is assisting in digging up the root crops and “putting up” produce. There is a generous distribution of these goods to family and friends and a flurry of visiting--perhaps to bid farewell? 

The last entry in the ‘Hawley diary’ is dated Sunday, November 18,1888, and as the writing ends, so does this chapter in Samuel’s life. The family moves to Fergus Falls, Minnesota, where Hiram has found employment as a bricklayer in building the castle-like State Hospital there.

X. Fergus Falls


Samuel Shave’s second ‘diary’ might be termed more ‘spiritual,’ since it is primarily an exercise in writing out Scriptures and hymn texts (many reflecting his Wesleyan heritage) that come to mind based on the events around him. The booklet was manufactured as an address book, and is given to him with the inscription “Grandpa, with best wishes from Rosa” on the inside front cover. Rosa is Alfred S. Shave’s daughter who would have been 19 at the time. (She will marry Joseph Henry Lewis (from another Yeovil Colony family) on November 26, 1902; Samuel died December 9 that same year.) 

The inside cover also lists Samuel’s address, which would be his last residence: 


325 Vernon Avenue, Fergus Falls, Minnesota

Perhaps a gift for Christmas, the diary begins in December of 1899. Important occasions, like the girls’ birthdays, are interspersed with the written words, and only an occasional notation of the weather: “Saturday 10 Nov--The first Snow Storm 1900.” But the house built by bricklayer Hiram Way is much sturdier and warmer and the weather doesn’t have the effect on Samuel as it did while living on the farm south of Hawley. 

The writing is more of a meditative exercise, a recounting perhaps, as his penman-ship differs between the quoted lines (more stylistic and ornamental) and the daily-life, cursive jottings. One can almost imagine this activity as taking the place of the time spent with Alfred as they copied music together in Hawley.


Since the second diary lacks the insertion of dates, one might think of Samuel as being in isolation. But the busy lives of the ‘Way girls’ were a constant swirl around him.


The Twelfth Census of the United States taken in Fergus Falls, Minnesota, Otter Tail County, in 1900, lists the family at 328 Vernon Avenue as follows: 


Hiram Way (49) b. May 1851 in England--Brickmason


Rhoda, wife (43) b. September 1856 in England


Annette, daughter (19) b. August 1880 in England--School Teacher


Elizabeth, daughter (18) b. April 1882 in England--At School


Mabel, daughter (16) b. April 1884 in Minnesota--At School


Carrie, daughter (13) b.November 1886 in Minnesota--At School


Elsie, daughter (11) b. November 1888 in Minnesota--At School


Alberta, daughter (9) b. October 1890 in Minnesota--At School


Samuel Shave, father-in-law (82) b. in England


Maude Shave, niece (24) b. December 1875 in England

 
This feminine environment was counter-balanced by the only other male in the household, son-in-law Hiram, who by this time may have been experiencing increasingly poor health. In Samuel’s ‘Hawley diary,’ there are notations of Hiram’s going to the doctors; it could be assumed initially that this was for masonry jobs. A retroactive interpretation of those incidents might point toward the beginning of the disease which later claimed Hiram’s life.


On May 4, 1901, Samuel enters “H. Way’s birthday - 50!” in letters that are larger and shakier than usual and perhaps reflect a certain amount of emotion. The next entry refers to Hebrews 6:1 and reads “Let us go on unto perfection.”

When one reads an entry from Proverbs 25:25--“As cold water is to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country,” it makes one think that such a reference might mean more to a person who feels the loneliness of being ‘away from home and loved ones’ and is approaching the end of his life. 

And again, from Micah 4:4--“They shall set every man under his vine and none shall make them afraid, for the mouth of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.” Such inclusions could be seen as affirmations of faith and bring comfort to someone who again is facing the unknown.


This second ‘spiritual diary’ comes to a close with words from The Yigdal of Daniel ben Judah, a Jewish judge in Rome, c. 1400, and reflected in I Chronicles 29:18. 



The God of Abraham praise, 



Whose all sufficient grace 



Shall guide me all my happy days 



In all my ways; 



He calls a worm his friend, 



He calls himself my God; 



And he shall save me to the end, 



Through Jesus’ blood.


Faintly legible below that, daughter Rhoda writes: 



“Father’s last written words--Fulfilled Dec. 9, 1902”


“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.”
* * * * * * * *

XI. Epilogue


Hiram Way, son-in-law, passed away the following month on January 6, 1903, 


of cancer of the stomach. It is noted in the funeral report that the casket, 


laden with floral tributes, was borne to the grave by brother Workmen.


Alfred S. Shave, eldest son of Samuel, passed away in St. Luke’s Hospital, 


Fargo, on February 22, 1921, of congestion of the right lung after surgery. 

“The last Sunday before he went to the hospital he played his cello for the 


choir to sing by. He played and sang a solo: ‘When My Soul Reaches Home.’ 

And the choir sang this at his funeral.” [8]


Walter Alfred Shave, second son of Samuel, moved from Hawley to Seattle, 


Washington, in 1906, and death information hasn’t been obtained.


Rhoda Ann (Shave) Way, daughter of Samuel, was a member of the 


Methodist Church in Fergus Falls, a charter member of the Fergus Falls 


Women’s Christian Temperance Union, raised her six girls plus a niece, 


and made a return trip to Dorset, England, in 1923. She passed away 


July 7, 1930, at the age of 73.


Samuel Shave obtained many of the goals he sought in life. He overcame the adversity of changing times in England, partly through the example of his father and grandfather and the faith they instilled in him. He continually provided for his family, both immediate and extended. In his non-conformity, which may have distanced himself from the his fellow countrymen, he was able to break away from home and try to obtain a better life in a new country. 

Remembrances of Samuel Shave from granddaughters, Rosa and Maud, children of his brother, Alfred S., read as follows: 


“He was a fine Christian gentleman--very devout and spent his last days 


in prayer, reading and singing songs.…He was a man of some means 


and more education than was common in those days.” [MH]
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