Reflections of a Life: Don’s Personal Journey

In the digital age, personal narratives have found a new home online, offering intimate
glimpses into individual lives that collectively shape our understanding of history. One such
narrative is that of Don Shave, whose meticulously crafted website serves as both a personal
memoir and a rich tapestry of mid-20th-century British life.

A Childhood in Post-War Britain

Born in July 1955 in Boscombe, England, Don Shave—affectionately nicknamed “Baby
Jamie”—entered a world still reeling from the aftermath of World War Il. His early years were
marked by modest living conditions, including an upstairs flat shared with his parents. By
September of that year, the family moved into a house at 70 Elmes Road in Moordown,
purchased by his grandfather, where Don would spend the next 14 years of his life.

His recollections paint a vivid picture of a childhood steeped in the cultural nhorms and
societal expectations of the time. He fondly remembers afternoons spent listening to the
BBC'’s “Listen with Mother,” a program that began with the comforting phrase, “Are you sitting
comfortably? Then I’ll begin.” These moments, shared with his mother, sparked a lifelong
love for storytelling and literature.

Navigating Personal and Global Events

The 1960s were a tumultuous decade, both globally and personally for Don. He recalls the
palpable tension during the Cuban Missile Crisis and the shock of President John F.
Kennedy’s assassination in 1963. That same year, tragedy struck closer to home with the
stillbirth of his sister, Dawn. The loss deeply affected his family, leading to a period of
emotional upheaval that Shave recounts with poignant clarity.

Formative Years and Educational Challenges

As Don approached adolescence, he faced the challenges of the British educational system.
Despite scoring high enough to qualify for grammar school, he was denied entry due to
limited space—a common issue at the time. Instead, he attended the Winton and Moordown
Senior School, where he pursued O-levels. This experience, while initially disappointing,
became a defining moment in his educational journey.



At 13, Don finally acquired his own bedroom, a significant milestone that provided him with
a personal sanctuary. He transformed the space into a creative haven, complete with a reel-
to-reeltape recorder and other personaltouches, reflecting his burgeoning interest in music
and storytelling.

A Digital Legacy

Don’s website is more than a personal memaoir; it’s a comprehensive archive that includes
his family tree, ancestral research, and reflections on various aspects of his life.
His dedication to documenting his experiences offers invaluable insights into the everyday
life of a post-war British family. Through detailed narratives and curated content, Don
provides a window into a bygone era, preserving the nuances of his personal history for
future generations.

In an age where digital footprints often fade quickly, Don’s meticulous chronicling stands as
a testament to the enduring power of personal storytelling. His website not only honors his
own journey but also serves as a valuable resource for understanding the cultural and social
fabric of mid-20th-century Britain.



